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Welcome to English Language Arts!
In our class, we are always working to become the best readers, writers, speakers, and listeners that we can be. This class will consist of four main parts:

1. Reading

2. Writing

3. Spelling/Vocabulary

4. English Grammar

1. Reading:


Each class will have a main textbook used for reading. Sixth graders will be using Reading Street – Grade 6, and seventh and eighth graders will be using Elements of Literature (Course I for seventh grade, Course II for eighth). In addition to our textbooks, we will be studying outside works of literature, novels, poetry, etc. The novels we read will be decided on a little after the start of the school year. 

In addition to our class reading, students are encouraged to practice independent reading. Students will be rewarded for reading outside of class (homework pass for every 5 books read!), and students will participate in in-class book clubs. These will take place roughly once a week. Students will get into groups and discuss books they have chosen or have been assigned to read, and will work together on small projects, pieces of writing, assignments etc. 

2. Writing:


Good readers need to be good writers. We are all going to be writers in this classroom. And what do writers do? Writer’s write, right? 


We will be doing at least one writing activity every day. It may be an assignment in your writing journal, a writing workshop, editing activities, creative writing, and so much more. Writing is so important because it is where we get to practice our reading comprehension, spelling, grammar, and self-expression.

3. Spelling/Vocabulary:


Students will be using their Vocabulary in Action workbooks for both vocabulary and spelling. There will be a spelling/vocabulary test approximately once a week. Words from the books read in class may be added to assigned spelling/vocabulary lists and tests.

4: English Grammar:


Students will be using their Exercises in English workbooks for most of their grammar practice work. In addition, grammar will be practiced in writing and editing exercises.
